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SUMMARY OF NEED: 
 
Addressing Berkley current road repair needs is a multi-year endeavor.  Because there is 
no sustainable funding available, a minimal numbers of roads have been rehabilitated in 
the last 5 years.  In general, maintenance and repairs occur when the required funding is 
available. During the budget process, limited funds are designated for road repairs and 
preventive maintenance. Revenue for road maintenance, generated from local taxes 
and Act 51 (the state road funding formula), has decreased over time.  As a result, more 
than 70% of Berkley’s roads need some type of maintenance or repair. 
 
The proposed millage will provide sustainable funding, for 10 years, for road rehabilitation 
and reconstruction projects.  
 
 

 
The November 6, 2018 ballot proposal 
Capital Improvement Project Millage 

 
Shall Section 9.4 of the Charter of the City of Berkley, Oakland County, Michigan, 
be amended to permit the levy by the City of an additional ad valorem property 
tax in an amount not to exceed two (2) mills for ten (10) years, from 2019 through 
2028, to acquire and construct capital improvements for the City, including roads, 
streets, water, sewer and other capital improvement projects? It is estimated that 2 
mills would raise approximately $1,142,783 when first levied in 2019. 
 
                                                 [  ]    YES                   [  ]    NO 
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QUESTION ANSWER 
1. According to the ballot 

language, the millage 
will be used for “other 
capital improvement 
projects,” what other 
projects are being 
considered? 

“Other capital improvement projects” would include sidewalks, storm 
water management elements, catch basins, lead service line 
replacements, gate valves, manhole structures, restoration of the 
greenbelts or other infrastructure needs associated with road 
reconstruction or rehabilitation.  It would also include emergency 
infrastructure repairs or replacement of structures connected to the 
road surface or pipes underground (e.g., curbs, driveway lead, water 
mains, emergency sewer repair).  Infrastructure millage funds will not 
be used to repair or replace municipal buildings. 

2. How much will I have to 
pay if voters approve 
the capital 
improvement millage? 

If voters approve the millage, property owners would pay 
approximately $150 per year. The total cost per homeowner, for the 
life of the millage (10 years) would be $1,500. This is based on 
residential property with a taxable value of $75,000.   

3. How much money 
could the millage 
generate? 

The proposed millage will generate roughly $1.2 million per year, or $12 
million for the 10-year period. 

4. How will the city spend 
the two mills? 

The millage will provide sustained funding for 10 years and will allow 
the city to plan, implement and fund capital improvement projects for 
roads, streets, water, sewer and other related infrastructure needs.   

5. Why were water rates 
increased in 2017? 

Water rates were increased in 2017 to provide funding for capital 
projects related to the water system (water main pipe replacement).  
The rate increase generates about $750,000 per year.  

6. If the millage is 
approved, when will my 
property tax bill 
increase? 

Property owners will most likely see the changes on the summer 2019 
tax bill.  
 

7. Does my current 
property tax bill include 
previously approved 
bonds? If so, when will 
they be paid off? 

Currently, Berkley property tax bills include two previous bond 
payments:  The millage rate for the 11 Mile Road project is .4927.  It will 
mature (be paid off) in 2021.  The sanitation millage for the George 
Kuhn-Drain, 1.7806 mills, will mature in 2029. 

8. How does the city 
currently pay for 
infrastructure 
maintenance?  

Each year, during the budget planning process, funding requests are 
submitted by each department to cover operating costs, including 
maintenance and capital improvement projects. Requests are 
approved based on availability of funds.   

9. If the millage is 
approved, how will the 
city prioritize road 
infrastructure projects? 

Road projects will be prioritized based on PASER road rating data and 
other observations related to road conditions, water main breaks and 
fire hydrant flows. 
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10. How much money does 
the city receive for road 
maintenance through 
Act 51? 

Act 51 – the state’s road funding formula – provides Berkley with about 
$1.3 million a year for right-of-way activities including road 
maintenance. This goes toward patching, sweeping, street signs, 
plowing, mowing, landscape and salting. Act 51 funds are 
inadequate to sustain road rehabilitation and reconstruction projects. 

11. What is the difference 
between road 
reconstruction and road 
rehabilitation? 

Road reconstruction generally includes the removal of all existing 
asphalt or concrete surface and excavation and replacement of 
the road subgrade materials. It can also include water main 
replacement and sewer installation or replacement. The road is 
rebuilt from the bottom up. 
 

Road rehabilitation generally includes the removal of the top few 
inches of the road surface. The surface is replaced with one or two 
layers of asphalt. It can also include spot curb repair and repairs, or 
modifications, to storm sewer manholes and catch basins. 

 

12. What is the average 
lifespan of a road after 
it has been 
reconstructed or 
rehabilitated? 

The average life span of a reconstructed road, 20-30 years with 
appropriate preventive maintenance. The life span of a rehabilitated 
road is approximately 10 years with appropriate preventive 
maintenance. 
 
 

13. How much does it cost 
to reconstruct a mile of 
road? 

The city recently reconstructed a half-mile stretch of Harvard, from 
Cass to Woodward. The total cost of reconstruction – including water 
main, new roadway, curbs, gutters, driveway approaches, sidewalk 
and trees was about $2.1 million.  

14. What method is used to 
classify or determine 
road surface 
conditions? 

Berkley uses the PASER rating system to examine and rate road surface 
conditions.  After a visual inspection, surface conditions are evaluated 
on a scale of 1 through 10. A rating of 9 to 10 is considered “excellent” 
while a rating of 1to 2 is considered “failed” 

15. In general, how often 
are Berkley roads PASER 
rated? 

PASER studies are conducted roughly every three years. The 2016 
ratings for Berkley are as follows: Good = 30% Fair = 57% Poor 13%.  In 
other words, roughly 70% of Berkley roads need some type of 
maintenance or repair. 
 

16. Will funding from this 
millage be used to 
replace lead water 
main pipes? 

Yes.  The city would replace lead service lines within the public right-
of-way. Homeowners are responsible for water main service lines 
between the home and right-of-way. 

17. How old is the city’s 
water infrastructure? 

It is difficult to provide an exact number, however; some of Berkley’s 
water mains have been in place for close to 100 years. 

 
 

 
 
 


